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THE WEATHER. 

Whatever the weather may be, says he 
Whatever the weather may be 
It’s the song- ye sing and the smiles ye 
wear. 

That’s a makin’ the sun shine every¬ 
where. —Riley. 


Spokane 

The Spokane Association of the Deaf 
held its first regular meeting for this 
fall Saturday evening, August 21, with 
President Axling in the chair. He op¬ 
ened the meeting with a few remarks 
about the work before the association 
for the coming winter. The roll call 
was read by Secretary Arnot and 
showed a large proportion of the reg¬ 
ular members present. He also read 
the minutes of the two previous meet¬ 
ings, May 22 and June 19. The treas¬ 
urer, Clyde Patterson, was absent and 
no report forthcoming regarding the 
finances of the picnic held July 5th, 
but the meeting voted to postpone the 
reading of this report until the regu¬ 
lar business meeting September 5. 

The membership committee report¬ 
ed three names for membership: 
Frank Garrison, of Coeur d’Alene, 
Frank Masopust and Mickey Coyne, of 
Spokane. This gives the association 
a total membership of thirty-one, with 
two honorary iiiv.mL.irs. 

John C. Bertram brought up the sub¬ 
ject of having Sunday services by tne 
deaf themselves and suggested that a 
start be made on the 29th of August 
at the home of one of the members. 
He had no desire to upset the regular 
services of the Spokane deaf at the 
churches, with Mr. Allan Haynes as 
interpreter. Mr. Bertram’s suggestion 
brought forth some discussion pro and 
con, participated in by Messrs. Bert¬ 
ram, Axling, Arnot, Nordhougen and 
Mrs. Toner. Mr. Bertram made his 
suggestion into a motion and it was 
seconded, and Mr. Axling, turning the 
chair over to Mr. Toner, moved to 
amend the motion so such services 
would be held twice a month and not 
demand too much of our time by being 
held the days after we had meetings. 
Mr. Bertram explained his ideas more 
fully, his purpose now being only to 
have a trial of such services. This 
caused Mr. Axling to withdraw his 
motion to amend and Bertram’s mo¬ 
tion prevailed. 

John Frisby moved for a picnic by 
the members of the association on La¬ 
bor Day, suggesting Liberty Lake as 
the place. Mr. Arnot wanted an ex¬ 
cursion up the shadowy St. Joe river, 
a 20-mile trip through the Coeur 
d’Alene Indian reservation. The ex¬ 
pense, how'ever, w’as more than the 
members cared to stand now, so Lib¬ 
erty Lake w'as settled on. The party 
will go by trolley from the Inland Em¬ 
pire System’s terminal depot, either 
at 8 or 10 o’clock the morning of La¬ 
bor Day. All the deaf who can come 
are welcome. 

After a few other minor matters 
were disposed of it was decided to 
hold the next meeting Saturday even¬ 
ing, September 4, at the home of Mr. 


and Mrs. Axling. 

If you live in the Inland Empire and 
want to join the Spokane Association 
of the Deaf, send your name and ad¬ 
dress to Spokane Association of the 
Deaf, P. O. box 1693, Spokane, Wash. 
Any deaf man may join the society for 
75 cents, any lady for 50 cents per 
year. Afterward they will pay 50 
cents every year. Do not be an out¬ 
sider but one of your kind and help 
advance the welfare of the deaf. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Hunter are com¬ 
ing from Sandpoint, Idaho, to visit 
Mr. and Mrs. P. L. Axling for several 
days. Then Mr and Mrs. Hunter will 
go to Vancouver, Wash., with the pu¬ 
pils from the Inland Empire and Spo¬ 
kane. The State School of the Deaf 
will open on September 8. 

David Krause returned here from a 
visit of a week at the Alaska-Yukon- 
Pacific Exposition. He reported he 
had a good time in Seattle. He ex¬ 
pects he will find a job here. 

Miss Alma Bergerson returned here 
from a month’s visit with her parents 
near Troy, Idaho. Her parents sold 
their farm. They will move to live 
near Spokane this fall. Miss Berger¬ 
son is staying with her uncle and aunt 
until she goes to Vancouver to attend 
school on September 8. 

Miss Culistie Ford and her sister 
Elmyra, the latter one of the Van¬ 
couver graduates of 1909, have secured 
v'ork in the Washington Laundry and 
entered upon their duties last July. 
They are boarding with Mr. and Mrs. 
Bergh. 

Gilman Nordhougen has a good po¬ 
sition as printer in Hillyard, a suburb 
of this city. He is boarding with the 
Berghs. 

About 25 deaf people of Washington, 
Idaho, California, Iowa and Missouri 
registered for land on the Coeur 
d’Alene, Spokane and Flathead Indian 
reservations. All failed to win any 
land except one deaf man named Otto 
E. Thimer, of Colfax, Wash., who is 
a happy man, having drawn No. 313 
in the Coeur d’Alene reservation. His 
enthusiasm over his luck is respon¬ 
sible for the following: 

“No longer to the checker will I call: 
A plate of soup, a cut of beef, corn 
on the cob and apple pie. 

But on the farm a crop I'll harvest ev¬ 
ery fall and live there in peace and 
mind until I die.” 

Messers Philmer, Patterson and Gar¬ 
rison went into the Palouse country 
for harvest work near Palouse. Mr. 
Fulmer is steadily employed on a 
threshing machine as pitcher. The 
other boys found very little work in 
the harvest fields on account of many 
idle men in that line. They returned 
to Spokane and are looking for work. 

Frank Masopust is still repairing 
shoes in his shoe shop. No. 1226 West 
Boone avenue, opposite the Washing¬ 
ton Water Power Railway barn and 
shop. 

Frank Patterson, of Kansas, and 
John Watson of Sacramento, Cal., are 
in the city looking for carpenter work. 

Subscribe for the Observer, $1.00 a 
year. Then have some sample copies 
sent your friends. 

Messrs. A. C. Bergh, Herman Bar¬ 
ney, John Frisby, William H. Charles, 


Clyde Patterson and David Krasue are 
employed in the Washington Lumber 
Mill. 

Roscoe F. Steck, of Missouri, regis¬ 
tered for land on the reservations and 
visited his friends here for several 
weeks. He left here last Tuesday for 
Kansas City, Mo., to attend the Mis¬ 
souri, Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, Okla¬ 
homa and Arkansas deaf conventions. 

Edwin J. Whipple returned here 
from Portland, Ore., last July. He 
works as painter here. 

The writer is sorry that the Deaf 
American was suspended. He sub¬ 
scribed for the American for ten years 
without missing a paper. It is pretty 
hard for a deaf editor to manage a 
deaf independent newspaper all the 
time, but many deaf newspapers have 
failed in the past 25 years. The Ob¬ 
server and Silent Success are still 
publishing for deaf people. We ex¬ 
pect both newspapers will be steady 
through many years to come. 

George Dehler, of St. Paul, Minn., 
is visiting his relatives here. He has 
been employed as cigar maker over 20 
years. 

The deaf of Spokane have lately 
been attending church services at the 
First M. E. church and have Mr. Allan 
Haynes as interpreter. Mr. Haynes 
owns the Inland Observer and the Op¬ 
portunity magazine. He used to live 
in Indianapolis and learned the sign 
language there. 



1 acoma 


“The best laid schemes o‘ mice an’ men. 
Gang aft a-gley; 

An’ lea’e us naught but grief and pain 
For promised joy.” 

We were forcibly reminded of the 
first two lines of the above on the 22nd 
day chosen for our Tacoma-Seattle pic¬ 
nic, for it was rainy enough to dam¬ 
pen the ardor of any crowd excepting 
that one. 

As it was, we were able to modify 
the last two lines to: 

We hae’ a drought 
An’ neded rain. 

Oh joy! joy! joy! 

And as we made the best of things 
and if any of the Seattleites felt frosty 
at first they were thawed out by the 
ice cream and coffee served free by 
the Tacomans. 

After lunch at the pavillion there 
was a general exodus to the bath 
house. 

Every blessed (and some blamed) 
masculine went into the water, leav¬ 
ing the great majority of the ladies up 
in the balcony, corridor, shelf, or what¬ 
ever it may be, to admire their antics 
in the water. Some children of the 
party also went in bathing. Of course 
their mothers were afraid to lose sight 
of them and so sat there with their 
eyes glued on the water. 

Thereupon the men thought the lad¬ 
ies were rapt in admiration of their 
performances and exerted themselves 
to the utmost to please. 

They shot the chutes, they dived, 
they swam, they played leap-frog, they 
stood on their heads; in fact they did 
everything but get out of the water 
and dress as the ladies hoped they 
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Thompson’s Cafe and Bakery 

COR. SECOND AVE. AND MARIOxN STREET, SEATTLE, WA: 

Is the best place to go to if you want something good to eat 

Moderate Prices Open Day and Night 


would. 

When finally they did withdraw 
from the bath house, they were some¬ 
what abashed at receiving the reverse 
of complimentary remarks from the 
ladies, one of whom remarked that 
she thought it time they were taking a 
look at the other animals. 

After a little strolling, a little chat¬ 
ting, a good deal of eating and ex¬ 
changing of compliments, it was time 
for the Seattleites to turn their faces 
homeward. 

But not until Mr. Christensen, speak¬ 
ing for Seattle, had warmly thanked 
u- for the pleasant day they had had, 
and expressed a hope for more such 
occasions in the future. Mr. Lind- 
strom, responding for Tacoma, said 
we were disappointed in the weather, 
but as the weather man of Tacoma 
and the one of Seattle were identical 
there should be no fault found by Se¬ 
attle and we hoped next time to be 
more fortunate in our choice of a day. 

Dwight Chase, one of our steady and 
promising young men, sober, indus- 


Mr. and Mrs. Gustin and daughter, Mr. 
and Mrs. A. K. Waugh, Mrs. West and 
two sons, Mr. Wildfong, Mrs. B. B. 
Eaton, Miss Laura Lampson, Miss 
Georgie McFarland, L. W. Christen¬ 
sen, Roy Harris, John Adams, Ruby 
Sticht, Albert Hole and Ed Langdon. 

Mrs. Olof Hanson and Miss Glosser 
visited Miss Scanlon in Everett last 
Sunday. 

At the recent Tacoma gathering 
Albert Hole of Seattle took the lead in 
the swimming match. 


TO EXCHANGES 

Any periodical receiving a copy 
of the Observer with this article 
marked is requested to exchange. 
We desire to get all the deaf pub¬ 
lications on our exchange list. 


TIME FOR READING. 

I cannot be on my feet long at a 
time, but I can “keep going” on busy 
days of housework, by resting five 
minutes every hour, and I invariably 
read something while I rest. This 
keeps me from yielding to the restless 
i desire to get back to work again. 

For years this has been my plan, 
and though there are few days when 
I can sit down for an hour’s steady 


NARROW ESCAPE, 


young 

trious and good looking, has purchased 
a house and two lots near Charlie 
Hammond’s place. He is only one of 
"Tvcral landed bachelors here, who 
are yet unlanded. We are proud of 
^ur collection of young men and as 
there are very few young ladies here, 
we w'ould like to call to their atten¬ 
tion some really nice girls elsewhere 
who are tired of single bliss. Now. 
really nice girls are the only ones we 
will tolerate, and there are chance,® 
for a dozen such. The married women 
h^'re (and their husbands too, more 
especirlly their husbands) are tired 
of flirting with so. many young men. 
We mean their husbands are tired of 
having them flirt, please understand. 
How hard it is to express one’s 
thoughts sometimes, especially on the 
subject of flirting. 

Mrs. Emily Eaton and son Roy 
®rerit a pleasant week here last week, 
visiting among her friends. We hope 
rhe will come often. 

Mr. Bander and his best girl made 
a day of it at the N. P. Shopmen’s pic¬ 
nic l«st Saturday. How many times 
did you take her on the merry-go- 
r^und, T ouis? 

Mrs. Hutson called on Mrs. Seeley 
last Friday (Mrs. Seeley’s lucky day, 
the astrologers say), and took her 
some fine prunes that she raised in 
her owm garden. . While they ate 
prunes throughout the call it can hard¬ 
ly be said their conversation was 
pruned. GOSSIP. 

THOSE WHO ATTENDED. 

At the Tacoma gathering recently 
the following responded to roll call: 

Visitors. 

Mrs. Litherland, Mabton: Mrs. Braz- 
elton and daughter, Trafton; Miss 
Scanlon. Everett; Miss Gloesser, St. 
Paul, Minn.; Miss Blakeley, Bremer¬ 
ton; Miss McLaughlin and sister, 
Bremerton; Mr. Schoess, Salem, Ore.; 
Mr. Biorkquist, Vancouver, Wash.; 
Chas. B. Weaver, Ellensburg; Mr. Me¬ 


in Omaha. In his department there 
was an electric light wire dangling 
above his head, which sometimes in¬ 
terfered with his work. Thinking he 
could move the dangling wire to an¬ 
other place, he proceeded to do so 
when he was suddenly caught in the 
hands by the live wire, and struggled 
with it for a few' moments, and'at last 
released the hands from the wire. 
Then he fell down fainting, but at 
once recovered consciousness. He 
went home in the afternoon, suffering 
acute strains in the left foot. Monday 
he was pretty weak and a doctor was 
sent for and attended him. At last re¬ 
ports Mr. Thompson is well again, and 


week, besides several magazines and 
the daily paper, which is doing pretty 
well. 

I believe the secret of finding time 
to read is in having a great desire to 
read. There is a good deal in the old 
saw, ‘Where there’s a will there’s a 
way.’ Of course I will confess that I 
don’t embroider initials on one single 
tablecloth, napkin, towel, sheet or pil- 
and I never hemstitch, not 


low case, 

because I consider these things wrong 
but because I prefer to read. The 
woman who does those things should 
not say she cannot find time to read, 
but that she prefers monograms and 
hemstitching.—Harper’s Bazar. 


ful that nothing more 
pened to him. 


YOUNG MEN’S 
HAND TAILORED 

Saits & Raiaeoats 


TAILORfD READY CO. 

Pike St. and Fourth Ave 
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man is $45 a day, but we are not sure 


THE NORTHWEST 
SILENT OBSERVER 
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is issued fortnightly on Thursdays. It 
is primarily a paper for the NORTH¬ 
WEST and the PACIFIC COAST, but 
is published in the interests of the 
Deaf everywhere. ] 
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CONTRIBUTIONS. 
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2 Kin near Hld;^ , 1426 Kom th Ave. 

f'eattle, Wash. 

Entered as second class matter, 
June 24 1909, at the postoffice at Seat¬ 
tle, Wash., under the act of March 3, 
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ON TO COLORADO SPRINGS 


The suggestion by Mr. Vinson in 
the last issue of the Observer is one 
that should be acted upon—the soon¬ 
er the better. 

Fifty persons present at the nation¬ 
al convention from the Northwest 
means a big boom for this section in 
deaf circles. 

Fifty present from the Northwest 
means great strength for the move to 
make Olof Hanson president of the 

N. A. D. 

The election of Mr. Hanson means 
a still greater push for the Northwest. 

With these prospects before us all 
the deaf in the Northwest should roll 
up their sleeves (with apologies to 
the ladies, who have no sleeves to roll 
up), and work to make this proposed 
trip a sure thing. 

Aside from the benefit of the trip is 
the pleasure of it. Along the proposed 
route to Colorado Springs is some of 
the finest scenery in the world. Who 
would not enjoy going through this 
with a carload of congenial company? 

The convention over, whats’ to pre¬ 
vent a trip south through New Mexi¬ 
co (possibly to Mexico), Arizona and 
California, stopping at points of in¬ 
terest. 

The trip ought to fill the best part 
of two weeks—a week at the conven¬ 
tion included. 

Mr. Vinson says the cost of a Pull- 


just what this includes. 

On Labor Day we understand a num¬ 
ber of Portland’s deaf are to be in 
town. We think probably some from 
Vancouver and Spokane, too. Now, 
what’s the matter with holding a meet¬ 
ing at this time and appointing a com¬ 
mittee to thoroughly investigate the 
matter—cost, etc., of a Pullman. 

On with the Pullman, 

On with Olof, 

To Colorado Springs 

OUR CLIMATE. 

Its not the aim of the editor of the 
Observer to fill up colmns about the 
weather. 

However, when we read of the ter¬ 
rible suffering and deaths by the score 
from heat in the East it is almost an 
act of kindness to tell Easterners to 
come to Seattle for the summer 
months, if not to reside permanently. 
As we read of sweltering in other sec¬ 
tions of the country, we are enjoying 
cool delightful weather. Seventy-five 
degrees above zero has hardly been 
reached this summer. One can attend 
the Exposition any day with comfort. 
There is usually a good breeze from 
the ocean or mountains. The nights 
are always cool and long hours of 
needed rest thus secured. And this 
mild delightful weather will in all 
probabilities continue until nearly No¬ 
vember. Killing frosts will hardly ar¬ 
rive before Christmas. 

In addition to the delightful weather 
and the Exposition, opportunities for 
recreation are almost limitless. There 
are trolley trips, fresh and salt water 
trips by the hundred at moderate 
prices, parks by the dizen, and forest, 
lake, marine and mountain views on 
nearly every hand. 

In addition the Easterner wlio 
comes here by the Northern route, via 
St. Paul, crosses the Rockies and Cas¬ 
cade mountains with all this gran¬ 
deur and beauty. 

Our winters are mild, 11 above zero 
being the coldest on record. 

Who would not live in this place of 
delightful climate and natural beauty? 

Come and visit us. 

Come to Seattle. 

Once here you will want to stay, 

CIVIL SERVICE 

Under another head we give a list 
of positions to which the deaf are 
eligible. This list shows a very many 
positions and we hope that those who 
secure places may give good satisfac¬ 
tion so that government officials may 
see that no mistake was made in op¬ 
ening the door to the deaf. 

The advertisers are glad to give the 
deaf people their spaces in this paper. 
Remember that you need your wants 
and read our advertising spaces. 


ABOUT THE DEAF AND THEIR 
EDUCATION. 

I should like to tell you something 
about the deaf and their education, 
particularly as so many of those pres¬ 
ent are engaged in educational work, 
and are therefore the better able to 
appreciate the subject, and some of 
you may have occasion at any time 
to use your influence with the parents 
of some deaf child, and it is therefore 
desirable you should know the facts. 

The education of the deaf began 
less than two hundred years ago, and 
it is the direct result of the teachings 
of Christ. It may be regarded as a 
mile stone in the evolution of the hu¬ 
man race, and the development of 
Christianity. It is only in Christian 
lands that the deaf are being educat¬ 
ed. As Dr. Van Horn said Sunday 
morning, Christ’s work of social serv¬ 
ice is moving slowly, but surely, and 
iiumaniiy is the gainer. 

Even China is beginning to wake 
up. A small school for the deaf was 
started in China about ten years ago 
by a Christian missionary from this 
country. It has been supported main¬ 
ly by the deaf and their friends in this 
country. The deaf in Seattle raised 
$40.00 for the school last winter. Now 
comes word that two new schools are 
to be opened and supported by the 
Chinese government. Until recently 
it has been the custom in China to 
drown deaf children, or leave them 
out exposed to die. It will take a long 
time yet to reach the four hundred 
thousand deaf in China, but the leav¬ 
en has begun to work. 

There are two principal methods of 
teachinc, the deaf, the Oral Method 
and the Combined System. 

The pure oral method aims to teach 
by speech and lip reading alone, with¬ 
out the use of the sign language. No 
matter whether a child can learn to 
speak or not, he must learn this way 
or not at all. 

About 20 per cent of the deaf in 
this country are in oral schools. 

Ihe Combined System, as its name 
implies, combines the best in all 
methods and adapts the method of 
instruction to the ability of the child. 
For example, in a well regulated 
school about 50 per cent of the pupils 
are taught mainly by speech and lip 
reading just as in oral schools; about 
30 per cent more are given instruction 
in speech, but their education is car¬ 
ried on chiefly by writing and finger 
spelling. The remaining 20 per cent 
are those who show no aptitude for 
speech, and their education is carried 
on by writing and finger spelling, no 
time being wasted in trying to teach 
them speech which would be of no 
use to them in after life. 

When the children first enter a 
Combined System school they are all 
placed in oral classes and every effort 
is made if possible, to teach them to 
speak. 

If they make fair progress they are 
continued in the oral classes; but if 
they show little or no aptitude for 
speech at the end of one or two years 
they are taught in the manual classes 
as before mentioned. 

But there is another important fea¬ 
ture in connection with the combined 
system, and that is the sign language. 
As a rule the sign language is not 
used in the class room, the aim there 
being to use English either in written 
form or by manual spelling. But in 

' (OONTINUBD ON PAGK 6.) 
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CIVIL SERVICE POSITIONS FOR 
THE DEAF 


Form 1786. July, 1909 

United States Civil Service Commis¬ 
sion, 

Washington, D. C. 

Circular in regard to the admission 
of deaf mutes to Civil Service Exam¬ 
inations. 

The President, on April 7, 1909, is¬ 
sued the following executive order: 

“The Executive Order of December 
1, 1908, in regard to the admission of 
deaf mutes to Civil Service Examina¬ 
tions is amended to read as follows: 

“Deaf mutes may be admitted to ex¬ 
aminations for all places in the class¬ 
ified Civil Service of the United States 
whose duties in the opinion of the 
heads of the several Executive Depart¬ 
ments they may be considered capa¬ 
ble of performing, and each depart¬ 
ment will furnish to the Civil Service 
Commission a list of such positions, 
which list shall not be changed with¬ 
out previous notice to the Commission 
and in accordance wdth which the 
ComrnisE'iou shall certify or withhold 
from certification deaf mutes as they 
are reached in their order.” 

In compliance Avith the provisions ot 
the above quoted order the heads of 
the several departments and independ¬ 
ent offices were called upon to fur¬ 
nish the Commission wdth a list of po¬ 
sitions, the duties of which in their 
opinion deaf mutes were capable of 
performing. 

The following list of positions was 
submitted to the Commission in an¬ 
swer to its request: 

Department of State- 

None. 

Treasury Department 

Accountant, bookkeeper, bookbinder, 
clerk, computor, compositor, chemist, 
draftsman, designer, expert money 
counter, law clerk, locksmith, money 
counter, paper counter, translator, en¬ 
graver, clerk or copyist in customs 
service, clerk or copyist in sub-treas¬ 
ury service, clerk or copyist in mint 
service. 

War Department 

Copyist (typewriter), judge advocate 
general’s office, copyist in engineer de¬ 
partment at large, operator of certain 
rutomatic machines in the ordinance 
department at large. 

Dcnartment of Justice 
Typewriter. 

Postoffice Department 
(Department states that in making 
request for certification it will indi¬ 
cate whether or not deaf mutes can 
satisfactorily fill the position.) 

Office of assistant—Clerical places 
not requiring consultation with others. 
Postoffice service—Mail clerks, distrib¬ 
uters and directory and forwarding 
clerks. Office of second assistant—- 
None. Office of third assistant—Rec¬ 
ord or clerical positions not requiring 
frequent or constant consultation w'ith 
ethers. Office of fourth assistant—Po¬ 
sitions other than stenographer and 
typev/riter, telephone operator, rural 
carrier, or where the person would be 
required to maintain oral communica¬ 
tion with others. 

Navy Department 

Bureau of supplies and accounts— 
I^aborer (cleaning office rooms; pos¬ 
sibly clerical positions involving rou¬ 
tine bookkeeping, filing papers, etc. 
Bath Iron Works—Draftsman of lower 
grades. Bureau of navigation—Copv-j 
ist at $840; sending out recruiting cir-* 


culars and publications. Washington 
gun factory—None, except possibly 
draftsman. Proving ground, Indian 
Head, Neb.—Laboration. Mare Island 
navy yard—Special laborer or clerk, 
$256. Department of yards and docks 
—Checking figures and filing costs 
from data furnished. New York navy 
yard—One clerical position. 

Department of the Interior 
Law examiner, assistant examiner in 
the patent office, statistician, book¬ 
keeper, computer, clerk, copyist, type¬ 
writer, engraver, draftsman, map 
printer’s assistant, assistant photogra¬ 
pher, mechanic, cabinetmaker, carpen¬ 
ter, plumber, packer, skilled laborer, 
charwoman, geologist, paleowtologist, 
chemist, geographer and topographer. 

Department of Agriculture 
Five positions in the bureau of sta¬ 
tistics, compiling, computing and tab¬ 
ulating statistical data; lower grade 
clerk, weather bureau. 

Department of Commerce and Labor 
Any clerical position not involving 
special qualifications up to and includ¬ 
ing the grade of $900 per annum; char¬ 
woman; draftsman, engraver and com¬ 
puter in the coast and geodetic sur¬ 
vey. 

Government Printing Office 
Skilled laborer, press feeder, book¬ 
binder, electrotyper, compositor and 
stereotyper. 

Smithsonian Institution 

One clerkship, international ex¬ 
changes, involving continuous record 
work, astrophysical observatory. 

Interstate Commerce Commission 
None. 

Isthmian Canal Commission 

None. 

Applications from deaf mutes for 
examination for any of the positions 
named above will be accepted by the 
commission when such examinations 
are held, provided such persons are 
otherwise eligible. 

U. S. CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. 


TO THE TOP OF MT. RAINIER BY | 
RAIL 

Those who read Mr. Hanson’s arti¬ 
cle last week regarding his ascent of 
Mt. Rainier will be interested in 
knowing that there is now talk of a 
rail line to the summit of this moun¬ 
tain. Why not? The scenery is cer¬ 
tainly as fine as that of other moun¬ 
tains which have rail lines to their 
highest peaks. 

When the road is conjpleted we will 
take the trip, but hardly care to under 
the circumstances which Mr. Hanson 
weathered. 

A copy of the Observer will be sent 
on request by postal. 
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BUSINESS CARDS 

OLOr HANSON, Architect, 

62 Downs Block . 7('9. Second Avenue 
Senttle, Wash 

ROY E. HARRIS, Carpenter and Stair 
Builder. I’hone R 3185 
1925 Fieventh Ave. North Seattle 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

THE OLIVER THEATRE 

SPRING ST. bet. Second & Third 

The Oldest Motjon Picture Theatre in Seattle, 

When you are tired seeing the same old pictures 
Pay Us a Visit and See the Latest. 

Admission tOc Children Ec 



Smith’s Cafeteria 


14 10 Fourth Avenue, Seattle 
Breakfast 6:30 to 10 a. m. 

Lunch II a. m. to 2 p. m. 

Dinner 5 to 7:30 p. m. 

THE LENOX CAFETERIA 

Serves the Best the market affords. 
Clieapest Cafeteria in the (dty. 

TRY IT 

221 SPRING STREET 

BET. SECOND & THIRD AVES. 

A Good Place to Eat at 

Wing^s Cafeteria 

1409 FIRST AVE., SEATTLE 

LUNCH 11 TO 2 DINNER 5 TO 7:30 

The Sound 
Transfer Company 

Incorporated 

BAGGAGE FREIGHT FURNITURE 

DRAFT HORSES FOR SALE 
office: pier 5 

BOTH PHONES 931 

I 1724 FTRST AVE. S., SEATTLE 
Sale Stable : Sun. Main 358 Ind. 3649 


UNION BAKERY 
and 

RESTAURANT 


Good Things to Eat 


217 PIKE STREET 

MAIN 6424 IND. 880 
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CIVIL SERVICE POSITIONS FOR 
THE DEAF 


Form 1786. July, 1909 

United States Civil Service Commis¬ 
sion, 

Washington, D. C. 

Circular in regard to the admission 
of deaf mutes to Civil Service Exam¬ 
inations. 

The President, on April 7, 1909, is¬ 
sued the following executive order: 

“The Executive Order of December 
1, 1908, in regard to the admission of 
deaf mutes to Civil Service Examina¬ 
tions is amended to read as follows: 

“Deaf mutes may be admitted to ex¬ 
aminations for all places in the class¬ 
ified Civil Service of the United States 
whose duties in the opinion of the 
heads of the several Executive Depart¬ 
ments they may be considered capa¬ 
ble of performing, and each depart¬ 
ment will furnish to the Civil Service 
Commission a list of such positions, 
which list shall not be changed with¬ 
out previous notice to the Commission 
and in accordance with which the 
Commistioa shall certify or withhold 
from certification deaf mutes as they 
are reached in their order.” 

In compliance with the provisions ot 
the above quoted order the heads of 
the several departments and independ¬ 
ent offices were called upon to fur¬ 
nish the Commission with a list of po¬ 
sitions, the duties of which in their 
opinion deaf mutes were capable of 
performing. 

The following list of positions was 
submitted to the Commission in an¬ 
swer to its request: 

Department of State 

None. 

Treasury Department 

Accountant, bookkeeper, bookbinder, 
clerk, computer, compositor, chemist, 
draftsman, designer, expert money 
counter, law clerk, locksmith, money 
counter, paper counter, translator, en¬ 
graver, clerk or copyist in customs 
service, clerk or copyist in sub-treas¬ 
ury service, clerk or copyist in mint 
service. 

War Department 

Copyist (typewriter), judge advocate 
general’s office, copyist in engineer de¬ 
partment at large, operator of certain 
automatic machines in the ordinance 
department at large. 

Department of Justice 

Typewriter. 

Postoffice Department 

(Department states that in making 
request for certification it will indi¬ 
cate whether or not deaf mutes can 
satisfactorily fill the position.) 

Office of assistant—Clerical places 
not requiring consultation with others. 
Postoffice service—Mail clerks, distrib¬ 
uters and directory and forwarding" 
clerks. Office of second assistant— 
None. Office of third assistant—Rec¬ 
ord or clerical positions not requiring 
frequent or constant consultation with 
others. Office of fourth assistant—Po¬ 
sitions other than stenographer and 
typewriter, telephone operator, rural 
carrier, or where the person would be 
required to maintain oral communica¬ 
tion with others. 

Navy Department 

Pureau of supplies and accounts— 
I>aborer (cleaning office rooms; pos¬ 
sibly clerical positions involving rou¬ 
tine bookkeeping, filing papers, etc. 
Rath Iron Works—Draftsman of lower 
grades. Bureau of navigation—Copy- j 
ist at $840; sending out recruiting cir-' 


culars and publications. Washington 
gun factory—None, except possibly 
draftsman. Proving ground, Indian 
Head, Neb.—Laboration. Mare Island 
navy j^ard—Special laborer or clerk, 
$256. Department of yards and docks 
—Checking figures and filing costs 
from data furnished. New York navy 
yard—One clerical position. 

Department of the Interior 
Law' examiner, assistant examiner in 
the patent office, statistician, book¬ 
keeper, computer, clerk, copyist, type¬ 
writer, engraver, draftsman, map 
printer’s assistant, assistant photogra¬ 
pher, mechanic, cabinetmaker, carpen¬ 
ter, plumber, packer, skilled laborer, | 
charwoman, geologist, paleowtologist, I 
chemist, geographer and topographer. | 
Department of Agriculture l 
Five positions in the bureau of sta- j 
tistics, compiling, computing and tab-1 
ulating statistical data; lower grade 
clerk, w'eather bureau. 

Department of Commerce and Labor 
Any clerical position not involving 
special qualifications up to and includ¬ 
ing the grade of $900 per annum; char¬ 
woman; draftsman, engraver and com¬ 
puter in the coast and geodetic sur¬ 
vey. 

Government Printing Office 
Skilled laborer, press feeder, book¬ 
binder, electrotyper, compositor and 
stereotype!’. 

Smithsonian Institution I 

One clerkship, international ex¬ 
changes, involving continuous record 
wwk, astrophysical observatory. 
.Interstate Commerce Commission 
None. 

Isthmian Canal Commission 
None. 

Applications from deaf mutes for 
examination for tny of the positions, 
named above will be accepted by the 
commission when such examinations 
are held, provided such persons are 
otherwise eligible. i 

U. S. CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. | 

TO THE TOP OF MT, RAINIER BY | 
RAIL 

Thdse w'ho read Mrr Hanson’s arti¬ 
cle last week regarding his ascent of 
Mt. Rainier will be interested in 
knowing that there is now talk of a 
rail line to the summit of this moun¬ 
tain. Why not? The scenery is cer¬ 
tainly as fine as that of other moun¬ 
tains which have rail lines to their 
highest peaks. 

When the road is completed we will 
take the trip, but hardly care to under i 
the circumstances which Mr. Hanson j 
weathered. I 


A copy of the Observer will be sent 
on request by postal. 


BUSINESS CARDS 

OLOF HANSON. Architect, 

62 Downs Block 769 Secon4 Avenue 
Sesttle, Wash 

ROY E. HARRIS, Carpenter and Stair 
Builder. Phone R SlSfi 
192n Eleventh Ave. North Seattle 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

THE OLIVER THEATRE 

SPRING ST. bet. Second S Third 

The Oldest Motjon Picture Theatre in Seattle, 
When you are tired seeing the same old pictures 
Pay Us a Visit and See the Leitest. 

Admission lOc Children Be 
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14 10 Fourth Avenue, Seattle 

Breakfast 6:3o to 10 a. m. 

Lunch 11 a. m. to 2 p. m. 

Dinner 5 to 7t30 p. m. 


THE LENOX CAFETERIA 

Serves the Best tlie iinirket affords. 
Clieapest Cafeteria in the ('ity. 

TRY IT 

221 SPRING STREET 

BET. SECOND &. THIRD AVES. 


A Good Place to Eat at 

Wing^s Cafeteria 

1409 FIRST AVE., SEATTLE: 

LUNCH 11 TO 2 DINNER 5 TO 7:30 

The Sound 
Transfer Company 

Incorporated 

BAGGAGE FREIGHT FURNITURE 
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office: pier s 
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THE NORTHWEST 
SILENT OB S E RVER 

SEAT TLE, WASH., SEPTEMBErITT^ 
L. 0. Christenson - - Publisher 

THE NORTHWEST' SILENT OB^ 

is issued fortnightly on Thursdays. It 
is primarily a paper for the NORTH¬ 
WEST and the PACIFIC COAST, but 
is published in the interests of the 
Deaf everywhere. 

TERMS: 

One Copy, One Year - - - $1.00 

One Copy, Six Months - - - 5 Or 

One Copy, Three Months - - 25c 

Advertising rates given upon Application. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 

All contributions must be accom¬ 
panied by the name and address of the 
writer, not necessarily for publication, 
but as a guarantee of good faith. The 
Editor is not responsible for views and 
opinions expressed by correspondents 
in their communications. 

Contributions, subscriptions and 
business letters should be addressed to 

L. O. CHRIS l ENSON, 

iJKi.inear Hldg., 1426 Eunth Ave. 

Seattle, Wash. 

Entered as second class matter, 
June 24 1909, ah the postoffice at Seat- 
Ue, Wash., under the act of March 3 
1897. 


man is $45 a day, but we are not sure 
just what this includes. 

On Labor Day we understand a num¬ 
ber of Portland’s deaf are to be in 
town. We think probably some from 
Vancouver and Spokane, too. Now, 
what’s the matter with holding a meet¬ 
ing at this time and appointing a com¬ 
mittee to thoroughly investigate the 
matter—cost, etc., of a Pullman. 

On with the Pullman, 

On with Olof, 

To Colorado Springs 


OUR CLIMATE. 


ON TO COLORADO SPRINGS 

The suggestion by Mr. Vinson in 
the last issue of the Observer is one 
that should be acted upon—the soon¬ 
er the better. 

Fifty persons present at the nation¬ 
al convention from the Northwest 
means a big boom for this section in 
deaf circles. 

Fifty present from the Northwest 
means great strength for the move to 
make Olof Hanson president of the 

N. A. D. 

The election of Mr. Hanson means 
a still greater push for the Northwest. 

With these prospects before us all 
the deaf in the Northwest should roll 
up their sleeves (with apologies to 
the ladies, who have no sleeves to roll 
up), and work to make this proposed 
trip a sure thing. 

Aside from the benefit of the trip is 
the pleasure of it. Along the proposed 
route to Colorado Springs is some of 
the finest scenery in the world. Who 
would not enjoy going through this 
with a carload of congenial company? 

The convention over, whats’ to pre¬ 
vent a trip south through New Mexi¬ 
co (possibly to Mexico), Arizona and 
California, stopping at points of in¬ 
terest. 

The trip ought to fill the best part 
of two weeks—a week at the conven¬ 
tion included. 

Mr. Vinson says the cost of a Pull¬ 


Its not the aim of the editor of the 
Observer to fill up colmns about the 
weather. 

However, when we read of the ter¬ 
rible suffering and deaths by the score 
from heat in the East it is almost an 
act of kindness to tell Easterners to 
come to Seattle for the summer 
months, if not to reside permanently. 
As we read of sweltering in other sec¬ 
tions of the country, we are enjoying 
cool delightful weatlaer. Seventy-five 
degrees above zero has hardly been 
reached this summer. One can attend 
the Exposition any day with comfort. 
There is usually a good breeze from 
the ocean or mountains. The nights 
are always cool and long hours of 
needed rest thus secured. And this 
mild delightful weather will in all 
probabilities continue unUl nearly No¬ 
vember. Killing frosts will hardly ar¬ 
rive before Christmas. 

In addition to the delightful weather 
and the Exposition, opportunities for 
recreation are almost limitless. There 
are trolley trips, fresh and salt water 
trips by the hundred at moderate 
prices, parks by the dizen, and forest, 

I lake, marine and mountain views on 
nearly every hand. 

I a addition the Easterner wiio 
comes here by the Northern route, via 
St. Paul, crosses the Rockies and Cas¬ 
cade mountains with all this gran¬ 
deur and beauty. 

Our winters are mild, 11 above zero 
being the coldest on record. 

Who would not live in this place of 
delightful climate and natural beauty? 
Come and visit us. 

Come to Seattle. 

Once here you will want to stay. 

CIVIL SERVICE 


ABOUT 


THE DEAF AND THEIR 
EDUCATION. 


I should like to tell you something 
about the deaf and their education, 
particularly as so many of those pres¬ 
ent are engaged in educational work, 
and are therefore the better able to 


Under another head we give a list 
of positions to which the deaf are 
eligible. This list shows a very many 
positions and we hope that those who 
secure places may give good satisfac¬ 
tion so that government officials may 
see that no mistake was made in op¬ 
ening the door to the deaf. 


The advertisers are glad to give the 
deaf people their spaces in this paper. 
Remember that you need your wants 
and read our advertising spaces. 


appreciate the subject, and some of 
you may have occasion at any time 
to use your influence with the parents 
of some deaf child, and it is therefore 
desirable you should know the facts. 

The education of the deaf began 
less than two hundred years ago, and 
it is the direct result of the teachings 
of Christ. It may be regarded as a 
mile stone in the evolution of the hu¬ 
man race, and the development of 
Christianity. It is only in Christian 
lands that the deaf are being educat¬ 
ed. As Dr. Van Horn said Sunday 
morning, Christ’s work of social serv¬ 
ice is moving slowly, but surely, and 
humanity is the gainer. 

Even China is beginning to wake 
up. A small school for the deaf was 
started in China about ten years ago 
by a Christian missionary from this 
country. It has been supported main¬ 
ly by the deaf and their friends in this 
country. The deaf in Seattle raised 
$40.00 for the school last winter. Now 
comes word that two new schools are 
to be opened and supported by the 
Chinese government. Until recently 
it has been the custom in China to 
drown deaf children, or leave them 
out exposed to die. It will take a long 
time yet to reach the four hundred 
thousand deaf in China, but the leav¬ 
en has begun to work. 

There are two principal methods of 
teaching the deaf, the Oral Method 
and the Combined System. 

The pure oral method aims to teach 
by speech and lip reading alone, with¬ 
out the use of the sign language. No 
matter whether a child can learn to 
speak or not, he must learn this way 
or not at all. 

About 20 per cent of the deaf in 
this country are in oral schools. 

Ihe Combined System, as its name 
implies, combines the best in all 
methods and adapts the method of 
instruction to the ability of the child. 
For example, in a well regulated 
school about 50 per cent of the pupils 
are taught mainly hy speech and lip 
reading just as in oral schools; about 
30 per cent more are given instruction 
in speech, but their education is car¬ 
ried on chiefly by writing and finger 
spelling. The remaining 20 per cent 
are those who show no aptitude for 
"peech, and their education is carried 
on by writing and finger spelling, no 
time being wasted in trying to teach 
them speech which would be of no 
use to them in after life. 

When the children first enter a 
Combined System school they are all 
placed in oral classes and every effort 
is made if possible, to teach them to 
speak. 

If they make fair progress they are 
continued in the oral classes; but if 
they show little or no aptitude for 
speech at the end of one or two years 
they are taught in the manual classes 
as before mentioned. 

But there is another important fea¬ 
ture in connection with the combined 
system, and that is the sign language. 
As a rule the sign language is not 
used in the class room, the aim there 
being to use English either in written 
form or by manual spelling. But in 
(Continued on page 6.) 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Mr. and Mrs. L. T. Rhiley of Mis¬ 
soula, Mont., expect to visit Seattle 
this month. 

Mrs. Litherland left for Mabton re¬ 
cently after her visit to new acquaint¬ 
ances in the Sound neighborhood. 

We made an error in our last issue. 
Mrs. Litherland lives in Yakima coun¬ 
ty and not Walla Walla, as we stated. 

Mr. McMilan of Boise City, Idaho, 
after a trip to Portland and San Fran¬ 
cisco, is again back in Seattle having 
a good time generally. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. McMechen, after 
a visit to Bellingham and Port Ang¬ 
eles, again called in Seattle. From 
here they went to North Yakima. 

Lawrence Belser of Wenatchee, who 
visited the exposition in June, was so 
well satisfied that he returned last 
week and brought his mother along. 

A. H. Koberstein dropped into Se¬ 
attle again last week, wholly sound. 
He left Sunday for Wenatchee to eat 
big red apples and possibly help pick 
them. 

When in town Labor Day stop in 
and leave a dollar for the Observer. 
You need it for a year, and we need 
the money to help give you a first- 
class paper. 

Don’t forget to send us any news 
item concerning yourself or any other 
deaf. Do not be selfish and keep it all 
to yourself. Others want to know 
about it as well as you. 

Clarence McConnell is having a 
good run of business at his recently 
acquired pool room. He is building 
an addition to it. Roy Harris is doing 
the carpenter work. 

Be in Seattle Labor Day and see 
that ball game. Capt. Harris is col¬ 
lecting a team of invincibles that will 
beat anything brought from Portland, 
Texas, Maine or Florida—or, we think 
so. 

John G. Schmidt Jr., who for the 
past few months has been working 
at Vancouver, B. C., spent a few days 
in town last week. His stay was short 
on account of work. He hopes to come 
again later. 

LawrenceSchoess, of Salem, Or., who 
has spent his vacation in Seattle, left 
for home last week to resume his du¬ 
ties in the Oregon deaf school. He is 
well satisfied with Seattle and has en¬ 
joyed his stay here. 

We should like to see more deaf 
from the East in town. The exposi¬ 
tion is well worth visiting. Remem¬ 
ber it ends October 15th. Those who 
fail to see it before that time will miss 
the chance of a life-time. 

Miss Ethel Carr of Bellingham came 
down last week to see the fair and 
meet the Seattle deaf. She is from 
the Flint, Mich., school. She has re¬ 
sided in Bellingham about eight years 
but this is her first trip to Seattle. 

Spend Labor Day in Seattle. It’s Se¬ 
attle day at the exposition. In addi¬ 
tion the labor unions of the city will 
have their members in line for a. par¬ 
ade at 10 a. m., and also hold a picnic 
at Woodland Park in the afternoon, 
with games, etc. 

Seattle has a deaf mute who has al¬ 
ready attended the Alaska-Yukon-Pa- 
cific Exposition 45 times. We will not 
give her name for fear she’d be too 
conceited to speak to us common 
mortals w'ho have been only five or 
six times. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Hoke, of West 
Butte, Sutter county, California, are 
in Seattle, visiting relatives at Port 
Madison. Mr. and Mrs. Hoke, the old 


Pays You $ I 00.00 a 

While you are disabled thi u Accident or Sickness 
— INSURES YOU FOR- 

LIFE - ACCIDENT and HEALTH 

AL L IN one 

FULL PARTICULARS FROM 

BAILEY W. J. BATES 
FRANCES. WASH. 

Send him your name, address, age & occupation 


P OLICY 
ROVIDING 
ERFECT 
ROTECTION 




schoolmates of L. O. Christensen, call¬ 
ed at this office. They will visit down 
towns on their way homeward. 

Mrs. O. H. Fay of Portland and Mrs. 
Early of Sunnyside, Wash., are in town 
visiting the Exposition and making the I 
acquaintance of the local deaf. Mrs. i 
Early is a hearing lady. Her husband | 
was formerly superintendent of the i 
Oregon Deaf School. She makes signs | 
readily. I 

Report reaches us that our old 
friend, Augustus Hesley, formerly ' 
foreman of the printing office at Sa- * 
lem. Or., but now at the deaf school ^ 
at Winnipeg, Canada, is in danger of! 
being entangled in the matrimonial i 
knot. The other interested party is a j 
young lady from the Rochester, N. Y., | 
school. We believe the cards are not j 
yet out and our readers are to under- i 
stand we are only asking them to help 
keep the secret and they are not to i 
pass it along. Mr. Hesley is spending | 
his vacation in western New York. | 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


Any one subscribing for The Ob¬ 
server and failing to receive the pa-1 
per promptly should notify us at once. | 
No matter whether they pay direct to | 
us or one of our agents. I 


THE DEAF MAY PARADE. 


A scheme is under way to have the 
deaf join the big Labor Day parade in 
Seattle. That is, have the deaf march 
in a body by themselves with suitable 
inscribed banners. All deaf interest.eu 
should come to The Observer office for 
particulars. 


A NEW JERSEY TEACHER VISITS 


Mr.-Lloyd, teacher in New 

Jersey School, and Mrs Lloyd visited 
the Fair from Saturday until Monday. 
They left Tuesday morning for the 
East via Vancouver, B. C. and the Ca¬ 
nadian Pacific. Their son, Rowland B. 
iJoyd of Portland, formerly teacher 
in the Vancouver, Wash., School, came j 
with them from Portland, returning j 
Monday evening. They have been in j 
Portland and other places on the | 
Coast since July 1st. | 


THE NEXT MEETING. 


The. next meeting of the Puget 
sound Association of the Deaf will 
be held at 3 p. m. September 5th, at 
the Labor Temple, corner of Sixth 
Avenue and University Street. 

This is a good opportunity for out- 
of-town deaf to meet the locals. 

A good program is being prepared. 
President Wright will be home, fresh 
from a trip through Oregon and Cali¬ 
fornia. Clof Hanson will give an ac¬ 
count of his trip to the top of Mt. 
Rainier. 

Many out-of-town deaf are expected 
to be present. 

Come on, all of you!_ 


lUanted 


1,000 SUBSCRIBERS. 

In order to introduce the 
NCRTHWEST SILENT CB- 
SERVER we have sent out 
many sample copies. A large 
number have promptly re¬ 
sponded with their subscrip¬ 
tions. If you are one who has 
not done so, DC SC AT ❖ 

A 

CNCE. We want to raise our ,j. 
subscription list to 1,000 dur¬ 
ing the next three months. If • 
you are already a subscriber I", 
tell your friends of the good *1' 
things in the Cbserver and 
see that they subscribe. 

Remember the more sub- J 
scribers we have the better t 
paper we can give you. Sub- ^ 
scribe now, get your friends’ T 
names tomorrow and their J* 
friends’ names the next day— ^ 

or, better still, send all today. ^ 

SUBSCRIBE! t 



THEY’RE SILENT 
OBSERVERS 


But they wear well 
BARGAR $3 HATS 

STETSON 
$4 HATS 
TYEE 

$2 HATS 
CAPS 
50c to $2 
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(Continued fkom page 4.) 
the asemsbly room, for lectures and 
religious services the sign language 
is used, and for this purpose it is in¬ 
valuable, and nothing can take its 
place. All the pupils, whether taught 
orally or otherwise, attend these 
services and thus have the privilege 
of learning the sign language and of 
acquiring a vast amount of informa¬ 
tion w'hich cannot be imparted in the 
school room. 

When some noted person visits the 
school he is often invited to address 
the pupils, and by means of the sign 
language his remarks may be translat¬ 
ed and conveyed to the deaf as rap¬ 
idly, clearly and accurately as if the 
address was made to a group of hear¬ 
ing children. The sign language is 
the only means by which this can be 
done, and that is why the deaf love 
the sign language so strongly, and 
earnestly oppose every attempt that 
is made to abolish its use in any 
school for the deaf. 

In a combined system school the 
children are generally free to use the 
sign language during recreation hours 
outside the school room, and the 
amount of information picked up by 
this means is amazing and in itself 
is sulRcient to justify the use of the 
sign language. 

The teachers in pure oral schools 
are opposed to the sign language for 
two reasons: 1st, most of them do 
not understand it, and therefore can¬ 
not appreciate its value. 2nd, they 
claim that the use of the sign lan¬ 
guage interferes with the learning of 
English. This contention, however, 
is not supported by facts, but the con¬ 
trary appears to be true. Any way, 
impartial observers who have had op¬ 
portunity to observe the work of both 
oral and combined system schools 
have stated that the English used in 
the former is no better but actually 
inferior to the former. 

The reason is not far to seek. A 
deaf child entering school at seven 
has less language than a hearing baby 
three years old. It takes two or 
three years to learn to express him¬ 
self in the simplest language. His 
ideas, meanwhile, are far beyond his 
ability to express them in English. 
Give him signs, which he quickly 
lerrns, and he has a means of ex- 
rressing his thoughts, his mind grows 
more rapidly, and he uses English 
l)etter than when limited to one means 
•^f expression. Ry the oral method he 
has to crawl the first three years; 
with signs he begins to walk the first 
year. 

The oral method appeals strongly to 
parents of deaf children, and to the 
general public not familiar with the 
deaf. It is perfectly natural that 
rarents should wish their children to 
speak, and the general public, when 
told that the deaf can learn to read 
the lips naturally think that the best 
way to instruct them, without looking 
further into the matter. This is fos-’ 
tered by frequent appeals to the pub¬ 
lic, through the press, through moth¬ 
ers’ clubs and through public exhibi¬ 
tions. 

The impression is often conveyed 
that combined system schools, which 
use the sign language, do not teach 
speech. This is entirely wrong. The 
state school at Vancoucer uses the 
combined system, and the speech 


teaching there will compare favorably 
witn any oral school in the country. 

For many years efforts have been 
made to abolish the sign language ana 
oUDstiiute tne oral method. The lead¬ 
er in this movement has been Dr. A. 
G. Bell, the telephone inventor, who 
for years pursued it as his favorite 
hobby. Many a time has he ad¬ 
dressed conventions of the National 
Educational Association and other or¬ 
ganizations, and has sent out litera¬ 
ture broadcast through the Volta Bu¬ 
reau, Washington, D. C. 

This bureau is ostensibly “for the 
diffusion of knowledge relating to the 
deaf,” but practically it is for advo¬ 
cating the oral method. Dr. Bell has 
endowed it with over $100,000.00, and 
this money exerts a strong influence 
on public sentiment through publica¬ 
tions sent out from time to time. 

A day school has been in operation 
in Seattle for about two years and an¬ 
other is to be started in Tacoma this 
fall. The Seattle day school is giving 
exhibits at the A.-Y.-P. exposition. The 
oral method alone is used. The teach¬ 
er knows nothing about the sign lan¬ 
guage, and is strongly prejudiced 
against its use in any manner. 

I am not a knocker and have no par¬ 
ticular objection to the Seattle day 
school, provided it gives the children 
a good education. But I witnessed one 
of the exhibitions at the A.-Y.-P. ex¬ 
position, and have no hesitation in 
saying that the work from an educa¬ 
tional standpoint was poor, very poor, 
and cannot compare with the work 
done at the state school in Vancouver. 
The day school work is very expen¬ 
sive and not to be compared in effi¬ 
ciency v/ith the state school. The Se¬ 
attle school has had two teachers and 
one assistant—practically three teach¬ 
ers for a class of about twelve pu¬ 
pil-. At the Vancouver school the 
oral classes average about ten pupils 
and the manual classes about fifteen 
to a teacher. 

The pupils in the Seattle day school 
do not have any opportunity to learn 
the sign language and this in my 
opinion is its most serious defect. If 
children are sent to day schools like 
this at all, they should not be kept 
there longer than until nine or ten 
veprs of age, and then sent to the 
State school, w’here they have an op¬ 
portunity to learn the sign language 
and acquire a broader education. I 
know of a number of deaf educated in 
just such day schools who, on reach¬ 
ing mature years, have strongly criti¬ 
cized their teachers for not allowing 
them to learn the sign language. 

The parents of some of the children 
in the Seattle school have found out 
that the school is not doing as good 
work as it might, and I know that 
several children have been taken out 
of the day school and sent to the state 
school. 

The education of the deaf is fur¬ 
ther advanced in this country than in 
any other. There is a college for the 
deaf in Washington, D. C., with about 
one hundred students of both sexes. 
Among its graduates are lawyers, min¬ 
isters, chemists, surveyors, botanists, 
bankers, engineers, architects, and 
many other occupations, while there 
are more than two hundred deaf teach¬ 
ers in the various schools ol the coun¬ 
try. 

It is, however, for religious work 
that the sign language is most valu¬ 
able to the deaf. The best lip reader 
cannot follow a sermon or a lecture. 

I have heard it asserted that they' 


can; but I know that it is practically 
impossible. They may catch a little 
here and there, but as for following 
an entire sermon the best lipreaders 
say it cannot be done. Even if It 
could, the strain on the eyes would 
be so great as to make it unendura¬ 
ble. With the sign language it is en¬ 
tirely different. It is as easily followed 
as the spoken word with the ear. To 
the deaf lipreading is simply another 
kind of sign language with the differ¬ 
ence that it is very obscure compared 
to the regular sign language. 

I hope I have not wearied you too 
much. The question is an important 
one to the deaf for, as I said, efforts 
are constantly being made to abolish 
it. I am glad to say, however, that, 
in spite of repeated attacks, the sign 
language is holding its own, and will 
continue to do so. About 20 per cent 
of the deaf in this country are in oral 
schools, w'hile about 80 per cent are in 
combined system schools, and thi^i 
proportdon has hardly varied more 
than two or three per cent during the 
past ten years. 

To sum up the case my position is 
this: Teach the deaf to speak and 

read the lips by all means, but give 
them also the privilege of learning 
the sign language. Their happiness 
and welfare requires both. 

Thanking you for your attention, 
OFLOF HANSON. 

Meranie Park in the Mt. Rainier 
National Park, July 25, 1909. 


(This paper, was written while camp¬ 
ing- in Mt. Rainier National Park with 
the Monntnineers Club, preliminary to 
ascending Mt. Rainier. It was read one 
evening' at the camp fire by Prof. Ed¬ 
mond S. Meany of the University of 
Wasiiington, in the presence of about 
eighty mountaineers.) 
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